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Statement of National Goals for the National Press 

 
Germany has decided to join the current NATO Summit at a crucial time for Europe and the 
international community. The conflict in Kosovo puts us face to face with the urgent need of 
political clarity and moral responsibility as well as strong cooperation between allies. 
 
Germany has a clear purpose in this Summit, contributing to a unified NATO's response to 
the humanitarian crisis in Kosovo, we are faced with civilian displacement, violation of 
human right and the destabilization of Southeast Europe. We are committed to the protection 
of human dignity. Military action is never a goal in itself and the Federal Government has 
approached every step taken within NATO with caution and restraint. However when 
diplomatic efforts are rejected and peaceful solutions are continuously undermined, the 
international community must not remain passive in the face of mass suffering. 
 
We expect firm commitment to alliance unity. Our objective shall remain clear, the 
withdrawal of Serbian security forces from Kosovo and the safe return of refugees as well as 
the establishment of an international presence that guarantees peace and stability. 
 
Lastly I wish to emphasize that Germany does not act out of national interest alone. Our 
actions are guided by the responsibility as being a part of the Atlantic Alliance as well as our 
status as a democratic state.  
 
The decisions taken at this Summit do not concern only the Kosovo crisis but also Europe’s 
credibility in a time of need. Germany stands ready to take its share of responsibility in this 
decisive moment. 
 
Gerhard Schröder, 
Federal Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 
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